A matter of ethics

"we have the scientific knowledge to save the
planet, but do we have the moral fortitude, and
do we care enough?"

Professor Peter R Hobson
Biodiversity Conservation & Sustainability
Writtle University College
Centre for Econics & Ecosystem Management
Deban Climate Centre


http://www.centreforeconics.org/

State of the planet 2023: Earth beyond planetary
boundaries

The planetary boundaries framework: Nine processes critical for
maintaining the stability and resilience of Earth system

Earth beyond six of nine
planetary boundaries

(Richardson et al. 2023)

six of the nine planetary

boundaries are transgressed,
suggesting that Earth is now well
outside of the safe operating space
for humanity
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From Holocene Era (our baseline reference) to
Anthropocene Era;
Forests were key drivers of the climate system.

Global reduction in forests for
food production is the
dominant factor representing
all land system change

(Richardson et al. 2023)




The World’s forest in decline
Map of Europe’s forest fires shows devastating
scale of wildfires in 2022 / 2023

Eurapean Unien, cumulative number of forest fires

Wildfre



Not just fires.
Die-back in Germany’s forests,
Harz Mountain, June 2023

14.06.2023




The changing natural world order and a modern world
In crisis

Global Risks Report 2023
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while nature collapses

Lo ]

Risk categores
e Cooaomic e Cradroamestal e Goopoiice o Sooiots o looninologic:l

Saurce: World Foonomic Fonemn, Glshal Maks Mermepricn Soresy 202220005



How worried are we?
Growing anxiety in the younger generations

Anxiety about planet health has shifted TH%I%\]EI;F&

political momentum from =4
parliament/government to the streets

Why?
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The widening rift between People and Political
establishment over the state of the planet

In his Channel 4 documentary,Packham explored
whether it's ethically acceptable to break the law in the
name of protest
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Chris Packham: Is It Time to Break

3% R :
the LaW? Should We Break The Law For Activism? Chris Packham | Good Morning

U+« Britain



When law abiding citizens feel compelled to act in
the face of political sleep-walking through matters
of environmental crises

g news

Greta Thunberg: Climate activist Chris Packham says Rosebank oil

charged with disobeying police field approval is 'abject madness'
order at protest during protest outside Defra




World view of the environment is shifting;
It is increasingly perceived as a moral issue
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After Greta Thunberg’'s UN
address, an ethicist weighs in on
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UN chief accused some governments and businesses of
“lying” and said it was the countries that are increasing
production of fossil fuels, not climate activists, that are
“truly dangerous radicals.”

Video: UN Secretary accuses governments
of 'lying' about climate change policies



Hardening rhetoric: “Dangerous radicals”; “Militants”

Suella Braverman slams ‘militant’ climate
activism and Chris Packham documentary

UK go-ahead for North Sea oil
and gas field angers
environmental groups

Rishi Sunak appears set'to on“rhe scle of ne\(y gpefrol and diesel (@l 7 The Prime Minister could reportedly '

water down some of the cars — currenﬂy ue in 2030 - 8 /' axe plans for new energy-efficiency
- oovernment’s net zero pledaes. o . N, .. by fiveyears; the BBC reporteg o - [\ ... fargets for private rented homgs .




So, what is preventing radical transformational
change?

Is our species conflicted? — the battle between
evolutionary instinct and the rationale being




Evolution and environmental Evolution

= “Nothing in biology

fatalism stos sevss st |

Dobzhansky, T. (1973) Nothing in Biology Makes Sense except in the Light Thoosdosius Dobzhansky
of Evolution. The American Biology Teacher, Vol. 35, No. 3 (1900-1075)

“nothing in human affairs—including much of economic and socio-

political behaviour— makes sense except in the light of evolution”
(adapted from Dobzhansky 1973, p.449)

The current state of the World and the threat that it poses to humanity is a
natural product of human evolution.

Sustainability: Science, Practice, & Policy a\
hittp: J fsspp.proguest.com -__l-"
ARTICLE
What's blocking sustainability? Human nature, cognition, and
denial

William Rees

“humanity’s subconscious, genetic predisposition is to expand, a
tendency reinforced by the socially constructed economic narrative of
continuous material growth” These qualities have become maladapted

& put humanity at risk



Must we teach ourselves ‘sustaincentrism’, and
will it save the planet?

Environmental Ethics is contingent on the interactions of
multiple factors / actors in a complex and rapidly changing
world

Environmental Ethics

Sets out the case / argument for protecting natural entities,
and for the sustainable use of natural resources.



But environmental ethics exposes a conflicted
narrative in human cultures

Extending ethical rights to species & ecosystems
creates a moral maze and dilemma

We protect wild sheep (Bighorn),
that are prayed on by mountain lion
while we readily kill and eat sheep,
yet, humans have every right not to
be eaten by either other humans or
mountain lion.

There are no rights in nature, wild
animals are indifferent to the
welfare of others.

(Rolston 1991)




Environmental ethics & the ‘moral maze’ in our
daily lives.

Are we justified in continued

deforestation to secure food provision

Are we justified in perpetuating a free-
willed approach to population growth?

Are we justified in prioritizing quality life
expectations over protection of nature?

Are we justified in prioritizing space for
people over space for nature?

Are we justified in prioritising utility
values of nature over intrinsic values?




Which philosophical pathway do we choose to forge
a new relationship with the natural world?
Marshall’s categories of environmental ethics

Libertarian Extension (equal rights to
all living beings - Biocentrism)

Ecological Extension (fundamental
interdependence of all living beings -
Ecocentrism)

Conservation Ethics (utilitarian value
of nature — Anthropocentrism)

(Marshall 1993)




Normative ethics: Transitioning ethics into
legislative policy

Normative ethics - How we should act in
accordance with “what is right & wrong”

‘recognition heuristics’
(Haila & Levins 1992)

“A thing Is right when it tends to preserve
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the
biotic community. It is wrong when it
tends otherwise” (Leopold 1949)

Ecological rationality

(Haila 1998) (Leopold 1949)



where do we see clear evidence of Ecological
extension ethics underpinning policy?

European Parliament agrees on the recognition of ecocide in EU legislation

European Parliament agrees on
the recognition of ecocide in EU
legislation

Sunday, 2 April 2023




Huge Milestone! UK Law Now

Recognises Animals as Being Sentient
f vo

Posted by Margarita Sachkova on April 28, 2022 | Permalink

Update (28 April 2022): The Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022 has received royal assent. Finally, UK
law recognises animals as being sentient.

What Is the Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act
2022?

The Animal Welfare [Sentience) Act 2022 will recagnise in law what wie've long known: that ather
animals are living, feeling beings with complex thoughts and emotions, each able to experience pain,
fear, love, and joy.

Anyone who has spent time with an animal knows that they are sentient beings, The scence dacks thes
up. too. Soon, UK law will also acknowledge this fact.



‘Truth Centrism’;
New theory in Environmental Ethics

a new theory that discusses the human needs and protection of
life and nature (valiallahi 2014)

A component of the environment has the inherent right to exist

in a state of minimal intentional interference from other entities
(Merchant, 1992; Naess, 1986/2011; Callicott, 1989; Thompson, 1998)




Was Leopold’s Land Ethic ahead of its
time and is it the ultimate policy

framework for truth centrism?
(Aldo Leopold 1949)

“When we see land as a community to which we belong, we
may begin to use it with love and respect.”

A Land Ethic expands the definition of “community” to include
not only humans, but all of the other parts of the Earth, as
well: soils, waters, plants, and animals, or what Leopold called
“the land.”


https://www.aldoleopold.org/about/the-land-ethic/

What about our learning journey?
Education must be the gateway to a new, global
social logic, bounded by environmental ethics;

“environmental citizenship”

“If your plan is for one year
plant rice. If your plan is for
ten years plant trees. If your
plan is for one hundred years
educate children. ”
Confucius




Towards transformational change: Building back
people’s trust: Widening participation & Inclusivity

Environmental ethics, Principles 7 & 8
7 Right to know: Individuals have the right to access
information about environmental issues

8 Right to participate: Citizens have the right to participate in
environmental decision-making processes.




.
Ok dear! Ok dear! [ shall be late!’



https://culturedecanted.com/
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